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As a Creator He has ated in — 
according to his own Sovereign Will. Folk 
_ tice has not, cannct have any place here for 
nothing is due to what has no being, Hety | 
therefore he may, in the moſt abſolute ſenſe, 
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: S what he will with bis own. Accordingly he 
created the heavens and the earth, and all 


things that are therein, in every conceivable 
reſpe&, according is his own good plrafares 1, 
He began his Creation, at what time, or rather 
at what part of Eternity it ſeemed him good, 
Had it pleaſed him, it might have been mit k 


*T of years ſooner, or millions of ages later, 


He determined by his Sovereign Will the 4 
duration of the univerſe ; : whether it ſhould | 


laſt ſeven thouſand, or b hundred couland, 


or r numberleſ millions of years. 3. By the 6 
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fame he appointed the he place of the univerſs 
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in the ae of ques. 4. ot his Sore. oy 
reign Will he determined the number of 0 
| ſtars, of all the component parts of the uni- 5 
verſe, and the magnitude of every atom, of 17 5 


wor fixed ſtar, every planet, and every co- 


met. yo As Sovereign he created the earth, 8 
with all the furniture of it, whether animate r. : 

or inanimate ; ;. and gave to each, ſuch a na- 5 
ture, with ſuch properties. 6. ot his on 


good pleaſure he made ſuch a ereatur as Man, | 


an embodied ſpirit, and 3 in conſequence of his 
Prien nature, endued with underſtanding, £2 7 


will, and liberty, Fo 


the times for every nation to come into bens, 


with the bounds of their habitation. 8 He 
has allotted the time, the place, the: circum | 


Rances, for the birth of each individual: 


« if of parents! 1 came, 


+" 


40 That bonour'd thy name, 
70 ron, thy goodnet appointed it X 5 
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7. He hath determined 


18 grees of under flanding, tht of knowledye, divers 
bt, fified by numberleſs eircumſtabecs. 11 is hard | 
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5 i to fire one into everlaſting glory, E A 
| the Aber into everlaſting burtings This 
cabnot/be, becauſe it. would ſuppoſe the cha! 4 
rafter of God asa Creator, to to interfere with 

| God as a Governor : wherein he does not, 


9. He has given to was a day it plate f 
by. him, weak or frong, healthy' or fckly, This 


=. implies, 10. That be gives with 4 various dec | 


b ö WI fay, how far this extends : : bat an n ache -, 
| ng difference there is as 5 che means R 


9 improvement, Saban one born and brought 


RW and bred among the Haien. Only: we WY 
1 4 ts the difference eilt be = great, as "ts 
| | ucee fate one to be goods. or the other to ty 


cannot t poſſibly a, ane to bis own mere | 
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Whether therefore we can account 
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or no, (which indeed we cannot in a ey 
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eaſes) we muſt abſolutely maintain, 


Cod is a rewarder of them that y 5 
Wl feek him. But he cannot reward the ſun toe — 
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mining, becauſe the fun is 1 not a kree-age 
he Neither could he reward te 


I arity as the ſun. All Reward, as well 48 TY 
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Whenever therefore God as as, a Gover- _ 
dor, as a Rewarder, or Funiſher, he vo lon- . 
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| ger | as. as a mere Sovereign, by his own . 


will and pleaſure: but as an impartial J J 2 


a in all things oy invariable Juſtice.) | | 4 


Yet 3 it is true, that in ſome caſes Mere 


rejoices over Juſtice, (altbough Serefity s 
: yer does. God may reward more, but he vill 


never pun iſh more than arid Juſtice requi _ | 
It may be allowed, that God aQts as Sovercign : 
in convincing ſome fouls of fa: : arceſting 
them in their mid Career, by. his refill 1 
power. - ot ſeems alfo that at the. moment. of „ 


our converſion he acts rrefſtibly : : there may 
likewiſe be many i irreſiſtible touches, during 


the courſe of our Chriftian warfare; with .. 
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gud to which every believer may HN, ; 
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66 Thon haſt my fuccour been, 2 
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ene my utter helpleſſneſs,” 
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But fill, as St, Paul might have been 4 


obedient or diſebedien to the heavenly viſion, 0 


every individual ny after al that God has. 


done, either! improve his grace or make it : of 


none eben. * ; 
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Whaterer therefore it hath Pleaſed God | 


to do of his Sovereign Pleaſure, as Creator 


of heaven and earth; and whatever his Mer- 
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ey may do on particular occaſions, over and 
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above what juſtice e : the general rule 


ſtand firm as the pillars of heaven, The Fudge | 


of all the earth will do right. He will Judge the 
world” in 1 and eech man therein, 
xccording to the ſtricteſt Juſtice. He will 
puniſh no man, for doing any thing which he 
could not poſſibly avoid; neither for omitting 
any thing, which * could not poſſibly do. 
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Erery puniſhment ſuppoſes Fog BY 
might have avoided the offence for mal 
is puniſhed, Otherwiſe to puniſh bim = 
be palpably unjuſt, and inconfiſtent with of 
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character of God our Govefnor. - 
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Let then theſe two |S, of God the Cri 
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ator, the Sovereign Creator, and God | 0 


Governor, the Juſt. Governor, be 


ways kept apart. Let us diRinguiſh thi | 
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from each other with the utmoſt care. 4 
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ſhall we give God the full glory of his Song 
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